Matvieiev S. Topical Issues of the Definition of an Object and a Target of a Crime of Illegal Hunting
There are certain gaps in the legal practice in the field of determination of an object and a target of a crime set forth in the Article 248 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine. In general terms, this issue is relevant to the lack of itemization in the determination of a target of a crime and conceptual differences in the determination of an object of a crime.

The solution of the issue of an object of a crime depends on the chosen conceptual approach. We think that this phenomenon shall be analyzed through the prism of public relations.
There is a variety of statements in legal literature that claim that the following relations are the generic object of such crimes: violation of the rules of production and hunting; property relations materialized in natural resources; arrangements for the use of natural resources in a business activity or public relations for their use; hunting and ecological balance in the animal world; ecological safety of the animal world, stability and natural-resource potential of its components, such as birds, animals, etc.
Moreover, the target of the studied relations is of the great importance for the determination of the content of the relations which are an object of a body of a crime. The following wild animals and birds shall be considered as the target of the illegal hunting: wild animals and birds which are protected by law and kept in the state of natural freedom or semi-freedom or in captivity, and are listed in the State National Fund, live on the hunting grounds, and were released there for the purpose of breeding (except for those wild animals and birds which are not protected by law).
Based on the definition of a target of crime of illegal hunting, that is, the reasons why the conditions are created and the public relations arise, and the chosen conceptual approach to the determination of an object, the following definition shall be proposed for an object of a crime set forth in the Article 248 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine. The direct object is public relations that provide conditions for the protection, rational use, reproduction and rehabilitation of wild animals and birds, which are protected by the Criminal Law and kept in the state of natural freedom or semi-freedom, listed in the State National Fund, live on the hunting grounds, and were released there for the purpose of breeding (except for those wild animals and birds which are not protected by the Criminal Law), where the conditions for their existence and preservation of the integrity of natural groups are provided.
Such definition of a direct object of a body of a crime set forth in the Article 248 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine is consistent, science-bases and is of practical importance for the improvement of the Criminal Law in relation to the mentioned act and for the proper application of the applicable law.
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